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The local church board and leadership, with guidance from the Anaheim 
District has approved reopening for indoor worship in accordance with 
current regulations from the California Department of Public Health. For the 
health and safety of the congregation, we will be adhering to the CDPH 
recommendations until further notice. Anaheim First Church of the 
Nazarene will resume indoor service on Sunday, February 14, 2021. 
 
While the church is not an institution of the state, churches should follow 
the guidelines of their local authorities, not only because it gains them a 
favorable reputation in the community as a church that cares about the 
wellbeing of the general public, but also because this is the biblical thing to 
do. 

Paul tells the Ephesians: “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the 
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the 
church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.” (Acts 20:28) 
 
Part of paying careful attention to ourselves and the flock is by helping 
them understand what it means to be in compliance with local authorities. 

More than that, this is actually an evangelistic opportunity.  

By establishing a reputation as a church that cares about local orders, 
people will be more inclined to visit the church because they know that we 
care deeply about these issues. 

It’s tempting to think of the digital tools churches have used to survive the 
COVID pandemic as a relic of a quarantined time. This would be a mistake 
for several reasons.  

First, not everyone will be ready to return to church immediately.  



Some will be suspicious about reopening. Others will simply be unable 
because of a preexisting condition. For their sakes, we will continue to 
stream our church service online. 

The Apostle Paul asks us to be mindful of others, because we are part of 
the same body: “For as in one body we have many members, and the 
members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them” (Rom. 12:4-5) 

We will practice above-normal sanitation protocol in the church for the sake 
of those who (1) physically require a clean space due to COVID 
susceptibility and (2) have a softer conscience about how to care for those 
who desire to physically attend church. 

We ought to use our gifts to serve others, not lord their disabilities or softer 
consciences over them. 

The goal of reopening is to make it as easy as possible for the largest 
number of people to choose to physically attend church. That’s what it 
means to serve those in the body. 

Tier status: 

It is important to note that Orange County is still in “Widespread (purple) 
Tier.” Because of decisions made by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, California has amended the Purple Tier Restriction to the same as 
the next tier down, the Red Tier. 

 • Indoor with modifications 
 • Indoor activities must be limited to 25% of capacity or 100 people 

(whichever is less) 
 
This guidance does not obligate places of worship to resume in-person 
activity. Further, it is strongly recommended that places of worship continue 
to facilitate remote services and other related activities for those who are 
vulnerable to COVID-19 including older adults and those with co-
morbidities.  
 
Individual Control Measures and Screening  



 • In compliance with the current regulations from the California 
Department of Public Health, we will be taking the following 
precautions:  

 • Everyone will be required to undergo temperature check and screening 
for symptoms before entry into each service.  

 • We require all staff, congregants/visitors who are sick or exhibiting 
symptoms of COVID-19, or who have family members who are ill, to 
stay home. 

 • Staff and volunteers will wear masks when interacting or around 
congregants/visitors. Disposable gloves will be required when 
handling/cleaning items/surfaces contaminated by bodily fluids.  

 • Our staff/volunteers will not visit or enter the home of anyone who 
has tested positive for, exhibited symptoms of, or has been in 
contact with someone infected with COVID-19 for an appropriate 
waiting period (as described by the CDC).  

 • We require that congregants wear face coverings and practice social 
distancing. 

 • “Activities such as singing and chanting negate the risk-reduction 
achieved through six feet of physical distancing. *Places of worship 
must therefore discontinue indoor singing and chanting activities.” 
We will continue to worship with music and singing from the platform. 

 

** The following individuals are exempt from wearing a face covering: 

 • Persons younger than two years old. These very young children must not 
wear a face covering because of the risk of suffocation. 

 
 • Persons with a medical condition, mental health condition, or disability 
that prevents wearing a face covering. This includes persons with a 
medical condition for whom wearing a face covering could obstruct 



breathing or who are unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to 
remove a face covering without assistance. 

 
 • Persons who are hearing impaired, or communicating with a person who 
is hearing impaired, where the ability to see the mouth is essential for 
communication. 

 
Physical Distancing Guidelines  
 
In compliance with the current regulations from the California 
Department of Public Health, we will be taking the following precautions:  

 • We will continue to use and place an emphasis on our on-line 
streaming services.  

 • Signage reminding about distancing and visual cues to aid with this will 
be used throughout the church.  

 • Seating in the Sanctuary will be limited to 100 people.  

 • Every other pew will be closed off, and family units will be asked to 
keep 6 feet of distance between other family units. 

 • In person, on-campus Children’s Ministry Programing and Youth 
Ministry continue to be halted until further notice and children/youth will 
be required to stay with their families. Please do not let your 
children/youth roam the campus freely.  

 • Children should remain in the care of those in their household unit and 
not interact with children of other parties at any time while visiting 
facilities. We will close play areas and discontinue activities and services 
for children where physical distancing of at least six feet cannot be 
maintained.  

 • Events such as potlucks, dinners/lunches, celebrations, parties, and 
the like will not be allowed until further notice.  

 • Congregants will be asked to not stand in the foyer. We ask that you 
please take your seat in the worship area or stand outside.  



 • Drinking fountains will be made inaccessible until further notice.  

 • The Kitchen areas of the church will be inaccessible until further 
notice.  

 • Congregations that normally meet in spaces that cannot accommodate 
appropriate physical distancing will be moved to a different location 
and/or time until further notice.  

 • We will not be using or have available any materials that require to be 
taken, passed, or used by multiple people. This includes, but is not 
limited to: bulletins, pew bibles, hymnals, or supplies in the pews.  

 • We require our staff, congregants, and visitors to refrain from engaging in 
physical contact such as handshakes, hugs, laying on of hands in prayer, 
kisses, and similar greetings that break physical distance. Please wave or 
use other greetings. 

 • The church will not provide food or drink in any services, but 
beverages that are self-brought will be allowed.  

 • If the elevator is utilized, only 1 family unit is to use it at a time. 

 • We encourage congregants/visitors to physically distance themselves 
from others outside their household, avoid touching surfaces, and to 
leave the facility if they do not feel well. 

 
 • The number of people that use the restroom at one time will be limited to 
allow for physical distancing. 

 
Cleaning and Disinfecting Protocols  
In compliance with the current regulations from the California Department 
of Public Health, we will be taking the following precautions: 
 

 • We will continue to provide a high level of cleaning services throughout 
the week with an extra emphasis on our high traffic and high risk areas. 
Cleaning will be done between services if more than one group will be 



using a space on the same day. Each ministry group must completely 
sanitize their area and any equipment used. 

 
 • Automated hand sanitizers will be available at entrances.  

 

 • We will be removing shared or passed items from the service and pews.  
 

 • Hand washing signage will be added to restrooms.  
 

 
 


